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7 Hay 1948

MEMORARDUM FOR: Major General Charles P. Cabell, USAF

Following are the notes relating to our conversation of this
morning: '

1. Prgp an administrative point of vies the primery difficulty
experienced whs lack of detailed enatling lejislstion to support CIA's3
unvsual adaministrative preoblems, 1t was thoxght, and yroperly .ao,
that so much detail should not be put in legislation of the breud
pelley nature of the National Security Act. This problem has mow
been met by submission to the Congress of detailed enabling legis-
1ﬁ.tion .

2, In its performance ¢f the intelligepse functions outlined
in the Natlonal Security Act, the vrimary difficulty experisnced
by CIA has been in certain weakness of lenguese in peragrevh 102(&)
concerning the meaning of cocrdination of int211igence activitice,
Where the act states it shall be tha duty of the Ageney ®* # ¥ 1o
advise the Natlonal Security Council # * # (gad) to make recommenda—
tions to the Nationaml Security Council for th: coordination of sueh
intelligence activities”, it has been strongly argued that this
rlaces on the Director a responsibility merels to obtein coopers-
tion among the intelligence agencies. This waskness of language
and the ensuing controversy might have been ¢.iminatec by the
insertion after the phrase, "it shell be the Juty of thae Agency™,
the following words: "and the Director is heroby empovarad", or
some other such phrase indieating the intent of Congress that the
Director was to have a controlling voice in the coordination,
subject to the direction of the National Secu-ity Council. Howevar,
as tine has progressed the coordination betwasn the Depnrtments snd
the Central Intelligence Agency hass improved, and is continuing te
improve, to such an extent that I do not belicve now, now or amended
legislation is necessary.
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